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▪ Highly selective — only a fraction of 
submissions are published

▪ High impact

▪ Each journal is run by team of full-time, 
professional editors

▪ Journals are independent from each other —
rejection from one doesn’t prejudice 
consideration by another

Looking for impact 



Editorial criteria 

▪ Original and technically sound

▪ Substantial advance, Conceptually novel, Unexpected 
discovery

▪ Broad interest / practical applicability

▪ It is likely to have impact. Of high enough significance 
that non-specialists can appreciate 



Nature 

Nature Research journals  

Nature Communications 

Communications journals
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Materials, Earth and environment, Medicine, Engineering  

Scientific reports 

Nature Portfolio at a glance 



The scope of 
Nature Water



“Fortunately, just when it’s crucially needed, a new mind-set 
about water is taking shape. It’s one that blends engineering, 
ecology, economics, and related fields into a more holistic 
approach that recognizes the fundamental value of nature’s 
services.”

Sandra Postel, in “Replenish”, 2017

A multi- and interdisciplinary research field



▪ Nature Water is a thematic journal covering the evolving relationship 
between society and water resources

▪ Nature Water publishes in the natural sciences (primarily earth and 
environmental science), in engineering (including environmental, civil, 
chemical and materials engineering), and in the social sciences 
(economics, human geography and sociology, among other disciplines).

▪ Our aim is to publish studies that will have an impact on fundamental 
understanding, on practical technological applications and on the 
potential for policy implementation.

▪ 1st issue, January 2023

▪ 4 editors (Chief editor and 3 associates) 

Introducing Nature Water 



Editorial team 

Fabio Pulizzi

Degree, University of Rome La 
Sapienza, Italy

PhD, University of Nijmegen, 
the Netherlands  

Yanhua Chen

Degree ,ETH Zürich, Switzerland 
PhD, Paul Scherrer Institute and 

the University of Bern, 
Switzerland

Shujuan Zhang

Degree, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China

PhD, Stevens Institute of 
Technology, USA 

Karin Sjöstrand

Degree, Lund University 
Sweden

PhD Chalmers University 
of Technology, Sweden 



Water resources research – hydrology, hydrogeology, limnology, modelling, water in a changing climate, 
flooding, droughts, etc. 

Water and wastewater treatment and distribution – treatment processes for drinking water, industrial 
water, and wastewater; centralized and decentralized systems; water system engineering, water 
infrastructure, pollution remediation in natural resources, etc. 

Water for energy, food and climate – irrigation; water consumption in food and energy production; 
integrated clean water and energy production; sustainable and efficient water use, water sector 
decarbonisation, etc. 

Water and public health – safe drinking-water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH); health risks; wastewater 
epidemiology; waterborne diseases; water availability and dehydration, etc. 

Water resources planning and management – water governance; policies; planning and decision-making 
processes and tools; environmental, social and economic assessments of management options, etc.  

Water and society – political, legal, economic and social aspects of water use and management; water 
justice; social acceptability; water conflicts; stakeholder involvement, etc.

Nature Water thematic areas



Water resources research



Water and wastewater treatment



Water-energy-food-climate nexus 



Water and public health



Water resources planning and management



Water and society



Engaging the community



Engaging the community

https://www.nature.com/collections/jggcdacijj



Engaging the community

https://www.nature.com/collections/jggcdacijj



Engaging the community 

https://cassyni.com/s/naturewater

https://cassyni.com/s/naturewater


Supportin open science



▪ Manuscript is submitted (cover letter, reviewers suggestions request for exclusions, potential 
duplicate submission)

▪ 1st decision: back to authors or to reviewers – Nature Water will aim at 5-7 days

▪ Selection of reviewers: usually 3, careful editorial choice

▪ Decision after review: arguments, no counting votes – Nature Water will aim at 40-45 days

▪ Reject or revise – long or short term revision  

▪ Publication after at least 2 rounds – on average 6 months but we’ll aim for less 

▪ Potential for appeal – No editorial board 

Water as a regional issueEditorial process 



What we have not discussed 

▪ Editorial process

▪ Relationship with other Nature journals 

▪ Appeals 

▪ Double blind peer review 

▪ Many more things  



▪ Our reputation stems from the work submitted by the authors

▪ We depend on thorough referees to detect and improve suitable 
papers

▪ We would fail without support from the community

THANK YOU !

f.pulizzi@nature.com
https://www.nature.com/natwater/
https://mobile.twitter.com/naturewaterjnl

Personal linkedin
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fabio-pulizzi-a6454879/?originalSubdomain=uk

Editorial process 

mailto:f.pulizzi@nature.com
https://www.nature.com/natwater/
https://mobile.twitter.com/naturewaterjnl
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fabio-pulizzi-a6454879/?originalSubdomain=uk


Our editorial process


